

Dear 

Update on 90/180 Schengen restrictions and the EU Entry/Exit System

As a constituent, I am writing to update you on the industry’s concerns about the impact of Schengen travel restrictions ahead of the introduction of the EU Entry/Exit System in October. 

As the new Government have outlined economic growth as one of their key missions, I must stress to you how important a healthy logistics and coach industry is in achieving that. As you are no doubt aware, the road haulage industry is critical to our nation’s economic success. 81% of freight in this country is moved by road, with that proportion rising to 98% for food and agricultural products.  

The Government’s desire to reset our relationship with the EU is an opportunity for our industry which has suffered considerably from additional border and customs checks which have added cost, delay and bureaucracy to hauliers crossing our borders. The Government needs to consider the impact of Schengen Travel restrictions on the UK haulage industry and in their discussions with the EU Commission. 

A significant issue is the limit on days that drivers can stay in the Schengen Zone - the 90/180 rule. With the upcoming introduction of the EU Entry/Exit System, the enforcement of the 90/180 rule will have a severe impact on UK haulage businesses carrying out international haulage and coach travel. UK hauliers rely on UK drivers to enable trade and exports to Europe as well as imports to the UK. Research by the Road Haulage Association found that 80% of operators expect a decrease in business following the introduction of EES and the total enforcement of the 90/180 rule. As a result, operators predict they will need to lay off 54% of their workforce, including 63% of their drivers who regularly work in the EU.

The UK has the biggest and best companies and expertise in this area, but with the onset of EES, they will no longer be able to operate. Although the previous Government introduced Dual Registration to support specialist events hauliers, this does not resolve the issue.

We believe a professional drivers’ exemption from Schengen restrictions for those who are transporting goods or people between the UK and EU on a return journey is needed and would be grateful for your support in raising this issue in Parliament and the relevant Ministers. 

I would be delighted to meet with you to discuss in more detail the issues affecting my business as well as potential solutions. 

Yours sincerely,







